
West Milford Township Library 
 Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
 December 08, 2020 
 
 
December 08, 2020: The regular meeting of the West Milford Township Library Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:06 PM by Dr. Joan Oberer in the Meeting Room 6 & 7 in the West Milford Township 
Library. 
 

Open Public Meetings Law 
Dr. Joan Oberer reviewed the announcement. 
 

Roll Call of Members: The following Board and staff members were present: 
Dr. Joan Oberer , President          
James Rogers, Vice President – Via Phone 
Andrew Gargano, Treasurer - Absent    Brianne Colombo, Director 
Sandra Nebel, Secretary - Absent    Kathy Simmons Collins 
Eugene Valenta 
Howard Seufert     
Geoffrey Syme  
Jodie Comune, Delegate, Superintendent of Schools - Absent 
Mayor Michele Dale - Absent  
         

Public Present 
None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Dr. Joan Oberer motioned to table the approval of the minutes of September, October and November 
2020 until the January 12, 2021 meeting.  Eugene Valenta seconded it.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
 
Public Petitions and Request - None 
 
Dr. Joan Oberer presented Eugene Valenta with a plaque and cakes to thank him for his 30 years of 
service on the library board of trustees. 
 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Current Operations /Services 

 Since July 6, 2020 we are operating under our limited capacity and services plan. 

 Covid-19 cases in West Milford are at 647 (as of 12/3), nearly double since the summer.  I have 
worked with the staff to take steps to limit direct contact with patrons by speaking to them behind 
the Plexiglas and providing areas of “Self -Serve”.   
 
 

Finance 

Brianne Colombo spoke with the township CFO in regard to Bond Payment 2021 for January so that 

this can be handled seamlessly. The Township will put the amount ($140,200.00) as a revenue source 

in their 2021 budget, and then take it out of their capital and put it in their current account. This will 

bring the library funds in the township overage account down to $117,813.26 (from the current 

$258,013.26), which can be used towards the 2022 Bond Payment. I’ve asked the CFO to provide 

Kathy Simmons Collins with documentation that shows the payment was made in January 2021, so 

we can keep it on record.  



 

 

Program Highlights (Virtual) 

 Adults: Our virtual programs included our Chapters book discussion groups, a film chat, a 
book chat, a Soul Collage workshop, yoga, wellness with the ShopRite dietitian, our 
Mindfulness Minutes Facebook series, as well as the final meeting of the Poetry Circle. Our 
Mindfulness Minutes series, presented by Elyse, is absolutely the highlight of the month 
contributing the majority of our virtual attendance numbers.  

 Teens: We've just launched a monthly virtual YA book discussion and a quarterly eZine to 
feature the art and writing of youth in Grades 9-12. The head of the high school science 
department is reviewing our first Grade 9-12 Citizen Science project to determine how we 
might combine our Citizen Science initiatives with theirs for future programs. Ongoing 
monthly job skills workshops continue to be well received.  

 Children: November continued to bring participation (17 programs with 547 attendees). Our 
scheduled and posted videos (live and recorded) are doing well and Grab & Go activities are 
popular. We expect the colder months to replicate this trend, and look forward to it!  
 

Public Outreach 

 Recreation: We continue to get compliments on the Nosenzo Park Story Walk. I have 

ordered all four stories for next year (one for each season) and coordinated with the 

recreation director so that this project continues and so that they are installed at the start of 

each season.  

 ShopRite of West Milford: ShopRite donated us 50 live wreaths for our "At Home for the 
Holidays" wreath decorating contest. Participants will pick up their wreath at the library, 
and bring it home to decorate. Participants will be required to share a picture of their 
wreath with us, and we'll host a virtual contest through our social media platforms. We will 
be promoting ShopRite’s generous donation ($650.00 value) on our website, displayed in 
the library, and on our Facebook page.  
 

Public Relations 

 Newspapers: We sent public notice to the Record & Herald News (Passaic County) for a 

preferred published date of Sunday, December 13, 2020 for the Library Board of Trustees for 

2021 Board Meeting Dates. 

 

President’s Report 
Thanks to all the members of the board that have served on the board.  We wish Brianne Colombo good 
luck in the future.  Thanks to Eugene Valenta for his 30 years of service and to Howard Seufert for 
serving on the board.   Thanks to Andrew Gargano for serving as Treasurer.  I would like to wish all board 
members, staff and patrons, a happy and safe Holiday.  

 

Committee Reports 
Finance: The committee did not meet. 
 
Personnel & Policy: 

 James Rogers, chairperson, reported that the committee did not meet.  James Rogers reported 
that they have interviewed four candidates for the position of Director via Zoom.  Two candidates 
have been invited back later this week, for in person interviews. 



 Dr. Joan Oberer announced that Joanne Grady will be retiring this year and it is with regret that I 
accept her resignation.  We wish her well, as she has been a part of this library for many years.  

 

Facilities: Eugene Valenta, Chairperson, reported that the Committee did not meet. 
 

Unfinished Business  

Overhead/Wall Signage: 
 Dr. Joan Oberer motioned to table the signs until the January 12, 2021 meeting. Geoffrey Syme 
seconded it.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Donor Acknowledgements: Dr. Joan Oberer motioned to table the donor acknowledgements until the 
January 12, 2021 meeting. Geoffrey Syme seconded it.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 WMTL Board of Trustees Bylaws. Dr. Joan Oberer motioned to change the Bylaws to reflect a 7 member 
Board of Trustees.  Reducing the number of Board Trustee members from 9 to 7. James Rogers 
seconded it.  Roll call, motion carried. 
 

Dr. Joan Oberer Yes 
James Rogers Yes 
Eugene Valenta Yes 
Howard Seufert     Abstain 
Geoffrey Syme  Yes 
  

Discussion in ensued.  
 
 It was announced that Howard Seufert would no longer serve on the Library Board of Trustees as of 
December 31, 2020.   
 
 
New Business  

1. Holidays and Observances 2021: The Trustees were provided with a list of the Holidays & 
Observances.  Geoffrey Syme motioned to observe Christmas Eve as the paid holiday for 
Christmas & New Year’s Eve for New Years’ Day paid holiday for 2021.  Howard Seufert 
seconded it.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
 

2. Nominations of Board Officers 2021: Jim mentioned that he has not received any nominations for 
any of the officers.   
Geoffrey Syme nominated Dr. Joan Oberer as president, James Rogers as vice president and 
Sandra Nebel as secretary.  Joan Oberer and James Rogers accepted the nomination. 
Dr. Joan Oberer nominated Geoffrey Syme as treasurer. Geoffrey Syme accepted the 
nomination. 
 
 

Action on Bills 
James Rogers motioned to approve the bills. Eugene Valente seconded it. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Public Petition & Requests 
 
 

Adjournment 
Dr. Joan Oberer motioned to adjourn at 8:25 PM. Eugene Valente seconded it. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
January 12, 2020 
 



 
Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by: 
Kathy Simmons Collins – Administrative Library Assistant 
 
 


