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Are libraries becoming obsolete?      NO 

 Seven to eight thousand people visit our present library each month. 

 Other patrons download their choices on-line from the library website.  

 Our library has shifted its focus from paper to electronics to match the global change.   

 It has a sizeable collection of CDs and DVDs enjoyed by many.   

 Annually it purchases unique databases that are not accessible to the average person without a costly subscription.  

  It offers specialized programs on a variety of topics for all age groups. 

  It even offers organic seeds.   

 ALL FOR FREE.   

 Patrons of all ages enjoy the offerings of the library. 

Was the concept of a new library voted down by referendum?    NO 
In 1997 the voters were asked in a referendum if they wanted to spend AN ADDITIONAL $4.2 mil for a new library.  While the referendum was 

defeated, the residents voted against spending additional tax dollars, not against a new library.  Indeed, almost all agreed the present facility was too 

small.   Therefore, the Library Trustees (many of whom had voted against more taxes for a new facility themselves!) realized they had to save the 

money from what they were already receiving and THEY DID!  A capital account was created; the library became very efficient and frugal, and saved 

over $3.4.  That is the only referendum that was voted on for the library. 

Will the new library mean additional taxes for residents?        NO 
The library itself is not a taxing authority and can never raise your taxes by its actions.  To get to this point the library spent $1.2 mil from its capital 

savings on the purchase of property, architectural fees, Highland Act requirements, bond counsel, and more.  They have already given a $1.6 mil 

deposit for their portion of the bond.  They have the ability to repay the remainder of the bond through the budget they currently receive by state 

law regarding municipal libraries and the remaining capital fund.   
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Are libraries an asset to the community?     YES 
All improvements to the West Milford Community make West Milford a more desirable place to reside.  When people select a community in which to 

live and/or raise their family, they consider schools and services supplied by the township.  Our municipal library is a service to the residents of the 

community which increases all of our property values.  Also, because our new library will be able to offer more courses on topics of interest to all age 

groups, it will become an even more valuable resource to its patrons providing education through new and exciting programming delivered locally.  

Finally, the new facility will have a gallery on the second level for local artists to display their work and expand all of our cultural horizons.  

 

Do the people of West Milford want a new library facility?   YES 
The Library Board of Trustees is an appointed authority representing the community as a whole.  They unanimously supported this investment and 

have worked efficiently and effectively to bring it to fruition.  They have worked with a six member Joint Sub-Committee of the Town Council to 

make it a reality.  The Governing Body, elected by the residents, has supported this unanimously also.  When the Bond Ordinance was introduced and 

approved at the recent Town Council meetings, there were no negative comments made by the public but several supportive comments.   When this 

was questioned on social media, the response was met with many comments the majority of which were overwhelmingly positive.   

 

Can the library afford to build a new building?   YES 
The library trustees have worked endlessly to find ways to finance this much needed facility.  It has researched grants, potential government funding 

sources, donors, fundraising options and more.  It has consulted with auditors, bond counsel, accountants, engineers, architects, lawyers, councils, 

boards, directors, and residents.  It has saved $3.4 mil from its own budget and from bequests and donations.  AND, the Board of Trustees is still 

planning to continue the fundraising effort to obtain the final funding pieces of the project.  As stated above, the finances are in place for success. 


